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ÅInflammation of the Liver

ÅLiver: processes nutrients, filters 

the blood, and fights infections.

ÅDue to alcohol, toxins, some 

medications, etc. 

ÅMost Common Viral Hepatitis 
In U.S.: A, B & C

WHAT IS HEPATITIS?



Hepatitis: Also Known As

Hepatitis A

Infectious 
Hepatitis

Hepatitis B

Serum 
Hepatitis

Hepatitis C

Hepatitis 
Non-A 
Non-B



Which Hepatitis Virus was Discovered First?

Hepatitis A

1979

Hepatitis B

1965

Hepatitis C

1989





ÅAn estimated 257 
million people are 
living with hepatitis B 
virus infection.
Å> 6% Population 

Prevalence in Western 
Pacific and African 
Region 

ÅIn North Dakota, the 
majority of hepatitis B 
cases occur in foreign 
born individuals.  

HEPATITIS B IS PREVALENT ACROSS THE WORLD. 



Hepatitis B Morbidity is Declining in ND 
Over the Past 5 Years. 



There were 653 reports of positive 
HCV lab results. 



Varying Routes of Transmission

Hepatitis A

Fecal-Oral

ÅClose person-
to -person 

contact with an 
infected person

ÅSexual Contact 
with an 

infected person

ÅIngestion of 
contaminated 
food or water

Hepatitis B

Percutaneous, mucosal, 
or nonintact skin 

exposure to infectious 
blood, semen and/or 

other body fluids

ÅBirth to infected 
pregnant person

ÅSexual contact with 
infectious person

ÅSharing needles, 
syringes and other 
equipment to inject 

drugs

Hepatitis C

Direct 
percutaneous 
exposure to 

infectious blood

ÅSharing 
needles, 

syringes and 
other 

equipment to 
inject drugs



ÅHepatitis A

Å15 ð50 Days

ÅAverage: 28 Days

ÅHepatitis B

Å60 ð150 Days

ÅAverage: 90 Days

ÅHepatitis C

Å14 ð182 Days

ÅAverage: 14 ð84 Days

Incubation Period Varies Between Hepatitis Viruses. 



ÅJaundice

ÅFever

ÅFatigue

ÅLoss of Appetite

ÅNausea

ÅVomiting

ÅAbdominal Pain

ÅJoint Pain

ÅDark Urine

ÅClay-Colored Stool

Symptoms Are Similar for Viral Hepatitis.

ÅHepatitis A

ÅMore than 70% older 

children and adults 

have jaundice

ÅHepatitis B

Å30% ð50% >5 yrs

have symptoms

ÅHepatitis C

Å20% - 30% of people 

might have jaundice



Acute vs. Chronic Hepatitis

Hepatitis A

Only Acute

Hepatitis B

90% Infants Infected 
Become Chronic

5% of Adults Infected 
Become Chronic

Hepatitis C

Most develop 
into Chronic 
Infections



Hepatitis B & C Have Universal Screening 
Recommendations. 

ÅHepatitis A Screening ðBased on 
Symptoms & Risk History

ÅHepatitis B :New Recommendation in 
March 2023

ÅScreen all adults aged 18 years and older 

at least once in their lifetime using a 

triple panel test

ÅHepatitis C ðNew Recommendation in 
April 2020

ÅHepatitis C screening at least once in a 

lifetime for all adults aged ɰ18 years



Interpretation of 
Hepatitis B Serologic 

Test Results

HEPATITIS B SEROLOGY 
RESOURCES: 

WWW.CDC.GOV/HEPATITIS/HB
V/PROFRESOURCESB.HTM 


